June 26, 1999


	Dear Holly and Keith,


	Although not entirely unexpected, I was nonetheless surprised two days ago to actually hear the good news of your engagement -- but more surprised was I how it put me in a pleasant mood for two days!  You always seemed so “solid” together that marital status seemed besides the point, but nevertheless I am happy to see you making it “official.”  In this world where so much is broken and cannot be made whole again, there is something fundamentally right when two people fall in love and promise themselves to each other forever.  One runs across those who complicate their lives unnecessarily and sink like a rock to the bottom of the sea at the first sign of stormy weather; I always admire, on the other hand, others who roll with the punches and somehow come out stronger than before.  (It is as Abraham Lincoln claims, "Most people are about as happy as they want to be.")  I am so glad to see you both taking this next step together on the path to prosperity, happiness, and fufillment in the life you are building together.  Is the future not exciting?  The sky is the limit!


	I hold both of you to be role models, although it will probably embarass you to hear so.  Even if they rarely stay that way, the important things in life should start out simple: cleave to your spouse, love your family, be loyal to your friends, and be a decent person.  It seems effortless for you, but the example does not go unnoticed.


	Although circumstances and responsibilities combine to make it so we don’t see as much of each other as in the past, you are never far from my thoughts and I wish you all the best today, tomorrow, and always.


	Una amistad única y fuerte,


	Richard





P.D.  Keith, si no me invitas a tu boda otra vez, me obligas a matarte.


